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HE principal Endof Prep is Inſtruction. All the Powers and 
Charms which are given it to produce Delight, are given 
| only as Means ſubſervient to this End. Whatever is moſt 
pleaſing is moſt inſtructive, as it's moſt effectual in engaging 

the Attention, and in ſtamping lively and laſting Impreſſions on the Mind. 
Hence, the ſecondary Aim of Poets has always been to pleaſe, in order to 
inſtruct with greater Succeſs: Hence have they invented Harmony in 
Sounds, and different Meaſures of Verſe : From hence ſprung Figures and 
Tropes, and all the Ornaments of Language : From hence the whole Art 
a Poctry derives it's Birth. | 


mo 
74% 


Taz Poet who neglects the Inſtruction of his Readers; he whoſe 
Writings import only Pleaſure, and not Profit to their Minds; he who 
warms the Imagination without enlightning the Underſtanding, is no 
| '- 0 Z more 
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more than an Under - Actor in his Profeſſion; he performs 1 half a 
Poet's Part, and 1 merits but half his Praiſe. | 


TAE Siſter-Arts of Poetry and painting agree in this, as in other re. 
ſpects, that their higheſt Excellence and Perfection are alike derived from 
their attaining the End which they alike purſue. The Picture that ſtrikes 
the Fancy without touching the Heart, and excites Pleaſure without raiſing 
any moral Sentiment, is far leſs valuable than the Piece that equally ſuc- 
| Ceeds in both theſe Attainments. Herds, and Flocks, and Rivers gliding 
| through flowry Meads, with Peaſants and Cottages, Hills and Woods,. 
Light and Shade skilfully intermix'd, will form a beautiful Landskip, and 
will furniſh out a pleaſing Amuſement to the Mind. But when Images of 
moral Beauty are exhibited to view; when blended Colours are made ex- 
preſſive of Diſtreſs, of Compaſſion, of Generoſity, of Continence ; and 
the Pencil awakens every tender and kind Affection in our Breaſts, as 
when Alexander viſits the Tent of Darius, and the afflicted, female Cap- 
tives are ſuppliant at his Feet, how different! . ſuperiour a Pleaſure 


muſt every one feel! * 


TE foregoing Reflections were occaſion'd by an Engliſh Poem, which 

tho' far from being generally read, deſerves a general Reading, better 

than any Poem either antient or modern. A Performance that abounds 
+: with 


*The Writer of theſe Sheets cannot forbear to take his Reader aſide, and inform him that 
the fame Delight which the Tent of Darius affords in Picture, is to be had from a Repre- 
ſentation of it in a Baſs-Relief of Marble, to be ſeen in the Hall of the Lord Cosram's Houſe 
at Stow in Buckinghamſhire. In this admirable Piece of Art, the Chizzel has expreſs'd a Diver- 
ſity of Paſſions in the ſeveral Figures, as naturally, and with as much Life and Spirit, as it's 
poſſible for it to be done by the Pencil. A Traveller would be tempted to viſit Stow, for 
the fake of this ſingle Curioſity, was he not invited there by a Multitude of other Curioſities in 
that beautiful Villa, and it's adjoining magnificent Gardens, worthy of a Perſon of fo exquiſite 
a Taſte as the preſent noble Poſleſſor, who enjoys Life with Roman Elegance, and Conſul- 


like Dignity. | 1 | 


_ Mir Tox's Paradiſe Regaind. =» © 


with ſuch inſtructive Doctrines, and with Sentiments of Morality ſo juſt, 
ſo uſeful, and ſo refined, the World has not yet teceiv d. And yet the 
World has receiv'd it with much Ingratitude, with much Neglect. The 
Reader will be ſurpriz'd at hearing the Name of Milton's Paradiſe Re- 
gain'd. It labours under ſo much Diſcredit, that ſome Perſons queſtion whe- 
ther it belongs to the Author whoſe Name it bears. It's a common Tra- 


dition, that Milton always ſpoke of it as his favourite Work, and prefer d 


it to his Paradiſe Loft. Few Perſons beſides have judg'd ſo rightly of it. 
His other Poem perhaps cxceeds it in Fruitfulneſs of Fancy, in Variety and 
Compaſs of Invention, and in Ornaments of Stile. The Verſe of Paradiſe 
Regain'd is more artleſs, and is leſs embelliſh'd with Fl ights of Imagination, 
and with Figures of Speech. But it ſupplies a much richer Fund of intellectual 
Pleaſure; it conveys the moſt important Truths to the Underſtanding ; it 
inſpires the moſt large and liberal Notions, and every where 2 vul-- 
gar Prejudices a e Miſtakes. 


No are fine Deſcriptions and beautiful Images wanting to entertain 
his Reader, and to add Life and Luſtre to his Subject. But he is ſpa-- 
ring of theſe, as being leſs conducive to his main Deſign, which was to 
* * Direction to the Thoughts and Actions of Men. 


: Tas Subject of the Poem is the Temptation of the Son of God in the 
Wilderneſs, and his Victory over the Devil. The Characters both of the- 
one and the other are as finely drawn, and are as ſuitable to the Perſons 
as can poſſibly be conceivd. The one contrives the moſt artful Snares 
and moſt powerful Temptations, which the other cludes and defeats with 


conſummate Prudence, with the greateſt Strength of Reaſon, and with 2 


or! that's — heroical, and becoming a Perſon of Divine Extraction. 


THE Exordium i: is as plain and ſimple, as that impured to 22 le 
ego qui quondam, Cc. which Milton imitates. 
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1 its cer while the ee Garden aus. : 


By one Man's Diſobedience loſt, now ſing | | 
Recover'd Paradiſe to all Mankind, 


5 Bur his Plainneſs and Simplicity are gradually laid aſide, and are ex- 
| 1 chang! d for the richeſt Ornaments. He riſes from low Beginnings to a ſut- 
8 Heighth. | "x | 


Mon fumum ex fulgore, ſed ex fumo dare lucem 
36 , ut Je debinc 7711 racula 3 


Tux Invocation is perfectly agreeable to the Poet's Undine and 
is eber rain d too high, nor nn. out too far into Length. 


Thou Spirit who ledſt this glorious Eremite ; 
Into the Deſart, his victorious Field, : 
| Againſt the ſpiritual Foe, and broughtſt him thence 
By Proof th' undoubted Son of God, inſpire, 
As Thou art wont, my prompted Song elſe mute, 
And bear through Heighth or Depth of Nature's Bounds 
With proſperous Wing full ſumm d, to tell of Deeds plum d 
Above heroic, tho in ſecret done, 


Worthy t have not remain d ſo long unſung. 
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Tur En k are ſeyeral beautiful Lines deſcribing the Deſart and cur ha 
8 viours Abode in it, Feen theſe ene, EY 


Full forty days he paſs'd „ 6 on Hill 805 
Sometimes, anon in ſhady Vale, each Night | 
Under the Covert of ſome ancient Oak, 
Or Cedar, to defend him from the Dew, + 
Or harbour'd in one Cave, is not reveal'd ; ſome 
Nor taſted: Human Food, ner Hunger felt n 
Till thoſe days ended, hunger d then at laft 
Among wild Beaſts: They at his Sight' grew . 
Nor ſleeping him, nor waking harm d 1 Hip Walk 
Ĩ) he fiery Serpent fled and noxious Worm, 
The Lion and fierce Tyger af d aloof. 


* . ; 
7 * „ yz » & 
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Ta E Picture of Satan at his firſt meeting the Son of God i is W 
and judiciouſly drawn; ; 


But now an aged Man i in rural Weeds, 
Following, as ſeem d, the Queſt of ſome ſtray Ewe, 


Or wither'd Sticks to gather, which might ſerve 


_ Againſt a Winter $ Days when Winds blow keen, 0 | 
C — 


To warm bim v wet return d | from Field at Eve, 


22 : He faw approach, who firſt with curious Eye 6 22 0 5 f ca 5 
| Perus d him, then with Words thus utter d ele. 1A or 


TuE Conference between the Tempter and our Sabigufz Chick t kes 
up what remains of the firſt Book, is full of the deepeſt Subtlety on the 
one ſide, and of the higheſt Wiſdom on the other. Satan having boaſted 
that he ſometimes is admitted into the Heaven of Heavens, and into the 
Preſence of God, is ne well anſwer d in theſe fine Lines. | 


ue EW Place 
Imports to Thee no Happineſs, no Joy, 
Rather inflames thy Torment, repreſenting - 
Loſt Bliſs to Thee no more communicable, 
So never more in Hell than when in Heaven. 


NOTHING can be more poctical than the cloſe of the firſt Book 8 


92 5 
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He added not; and "I bowing low 
His grey Diſſimulation, diſappear © - 
Into thin Air diffus d: For now began 
N ight with her ſullen Wings to double-ſhade 5 
The Deſart; Fowls in their clay Neſts were couch'd, 
; And now wild Beaſts came forth the Woods to roam | | 
CHAP: 
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4 TAN having left our Saviour, returns to his Confederates to relate 


what he had diſcover'd and done in the Deſart. He finds them ſit- 
ting in Council i in | the middle Region of the Air. 


There without Sign of Boaſt, or Sign of Joy, 
Sollicitous and blank he thus began. 


Hz tells them has 3 an Emm i is riſen to pgs them, as | choc 
their Expulſion down to Hell; that he had viewed, and tried him, and 
found that far other Labour was to be undergone than when he dealt with 
Adam. He therefore warns them, not to be too confident: of Succeſs, 
but to be ready to aſſiſt him with their. Counſel, and their Strength, for 
fear he ſhould be over match d. The Advice that was given on this c- 


| Caſion by Beliat, 


. the diſſoluteſt Spirit that fell 
The ſenſualleſt, and, after ¶ ſenodai, | 
2 3 Incubus, 


2 Y 3 
N Y — , 
__ 
8 * 
* 
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is nen in Character, and is "oY expreſs d: 


| get Women in he and is his Walk, - 


N Many are in each Region paſſing fair 
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15 Daughters of Men the faireſt found. 


As the Noon-Sky 3 more like to Goddeſſes 
Than mortal Creatures, graceful and diſcreet, 
Expert in am' rous Arts, enchanting Tongues 


| Perſuaſive, Virgin Majeſty with mild 


And ſweet allay'd, yet terrible t approach, 


Skill d to retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangl'd in amorous Nets: 


Such Object hath the Power to ſoft'n and tame 


Severeſt Temper, ſmooth the rugged it Brow, 
 Enerve, and with voluptuous Hope diffolve, 


- Draw out with credulous Defire, and lead 
At Will the manlieft, reſoluteſt Breaſt, 


As the Magnetic hardeſt Iron 8 5 


Taz Anſwer of Satan to this Sptech i is full of Strengeh and Os : 
and ſhines with beautiful * : | | 


 Mirrox's Paradiſe: Regaind, _ 
N A hat Woman will you find, | 
Tho of this Age the Wonder and the Fame; 
On whom his leiſure will vouchſafe an Eye ; 
Of fond Deſire ? Or ſhould ſhe confident, 0 
As ſitting Queen ador'd on Beauty” s Throne, 
Deſcend, with all her winning Charms begirt, 5 
'F* enamour, as the Zone of Venus once 
Wrought that Effect on Fove, ſo F ables tell ; 
How would one Look from his majeſtic Brow, 
Seated as on the Top of Virtue's Hill, 
Diſcount nance her deſpis d, and put to rout 


All her Array, her female Pride deject, 
Or turn to rev'rent Awe? For Beauty ſtands 


In th' Admiration only of weak Minds 

Led captive ; ceaſe t admire, and all her 33 

| Fall flat, and ſhrink into a trivial Toy, 

At ev'ry ſuddain lighting quite abaſh' d: 

| Therefore with manlier Objects we muſt try 
His Conſtancy, with ſuch as have more Shew 

of Worth; * Honour, Glory, popular Praiſe, with 


Rocks whereon greateſt Men have often wreck d. 


D =. THE 


10 4 CRITIQUE e 
TRE Counſel of Satan being receivd with univerſal Applauſe by the 
infernal Conſiſtory, he haſtens back to the Deſart, attended by a ſelected 
Band of wicked Spirits, who were to act the Parts aſſign d them by him, 
and be the ready Meſſengers and Miniſters of his Will. The Poet introduces 
him again to our Saviour in a judicious manner, and at the ſame time pre- 
ſents his Readers with a well · drawn Sylvan Scene. 


Thus wore out Night, and a bbs the Herald-Lark . 
Left his Ground Neſt, high- tow'ring to deſery 

The Morn's Approach, and greet her with his Song 3 1 
As lightly from his aß © Couch up roſe 


Our Saviour ——.—— 


Up to a Hill anon hi Steps he rear d 

From whoſe high Top to ken the Proſpect und, 
If Cottage were in view, Sheep-cote, or Herd : 

But Cottage, Herd ; or Sheep-cote none he ſaw, 

Only in a Bottom ſaw a pleaſant Grove, 

With Chaunt of tuneful Birds reſounding loud; 
Thither he bent his Way, determin'd there 
To reſt at Noon, and enter'd ſoon the Shade 
High-rooft, and Walks beneath, and Alleys brown 
That open 'd in the midft a woody Scene, 


Nature's own Work it ſeem d, (Nature taught Art) 
5 And 


_ -- 


M. 1LTON 8 Paradiſe Regain 4. 8 


And to a ſuperſtitious Eye the Haunt 
of Wood-Gods and Wood-N ymphs : He view'd it round; 
When ſuddainly a Man before him flood, = 
Not ruſtick as before, but feemlier clad 
As one in City, Court, or | Palace bred, 
And with fair kl Words to ha addrefs'd. 


JE SU & being hungry after a Faſt of forty Days, the Devil tempts him 


to eat, and for this Purpoſe ſets before him a moſt magnificent Entertain 


ment, than which nothing can be finelier deſcribed: 


i He fats no . ; for as his Words had end, 


Our Saviour lifting up his Eyes beheld 


In ample Space, under the broadeſt Shade, 
A Table richly ſpread, in regal Mode, 
with Diſhes pile d, and Meats of nobleſt fort 
And favour, Beaſts of Chace, or Fowl of Game, f 
In Paſtry built, or from the Spit, or boil'd, 
Gris-amber-fteam'd, all Fiſh from Sea or Shore, 
Freſher or purling Brook, of Shell or Fin, Freſb-ſbot 
And exquiſiteſt Name, for which was drain d 
Pontus and Lucrine Bay, and Africk Coaſt. 
And at a ſtately Sideboard by the Wine, 
- EE That 
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= g fragrant Smell diffus'd, in order ftood — : 
Tall ftripling Youths rich clad, of fairer Hue 
Than Ganymede or Hylas ; diſtant more 

Under the Trees now tripp'd, now folema ſtood. 
Nymphs of Diana's Train, and Vaiades 

With Fruits and Flowers of Amalthea's Horn, 
And Ladies of th' Heſperides, that ſeemd 

Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled ſince | 

[Of Fairy-Damſels met in Foreſt wide 

By Knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore ;] 

And all the while harmonious Airs were heard 

Of chiming Strings, or charming Pipes ; 1 Winds 
Of gentleſt Gale Arabian Odours fann'd | 
From their ſoft Wings, and Flora's carlicſt Smells 


SATAN, defeated in this Aſſault, has „ to Tanne of a 
more prevailing Influence. He endeavours to excite in our Saviour a 
Thirſt for Wealth, for Power, and for the Glory and Fame of military 

Exploits. The Anſwer return d him with — to . is papa 


worthy of the Speaker. 


——— Can't thou not remember 
Quintus, Fabricius, Curius, Regulus? 
For 


* 


NMirrexs Paradiſe Regain. = 


For I eftcem thoſe Names of Men fo poor, 
Who could do mighty things, and could contemn ; 
Riches tho offer'd from the Hand of Kings. 
And what in me ſeems wanting, but that 


May alſo in this Poverty as ſoon 

Accompliſh what they did, perhaps and more? 
Extol not Riches then „the Toyl of Fools, 
The wiſe Man's Cumbrance, if not Snare, more apt 
| To flacken Virtue, and abate her Edge, 


". han prompt * to do aught may n merit Praiſe, 


THEN are fubjoir' d theſe admirable Lines on Empire, and a Deſire of 
kingly Rule, which n the ſecond Book. 


What if with like Averſion I OY 
Riches and Realms; yet not for that a Crown, 
Golden i in Shew, Is but a Wreath of Thorns, 


Brings Dangers, Troubles, Cares, and ſleepleſs Nights 
To him who wears the regal Diadem, 


| When on his Shoulders each Man's Burden lies : 
For therein ſtands the Office of a King, 
His Honour, Virtue, Merit, and chief Praiſe, 
That for the Publick all this Weight he bears. 
= - 1 5 1 


14 4 c R I | 
Yet he who reigns within bimſelf fad * 


Paſſions, Deſires, and Fears, is more a m_ 


Which ev'ry wiſe and — 

And Who attains not, ill aſpires to rule 
Cities of Men, or headſtrong Multitudes, 
Subje& himſelf to Anarchy within, 

Or lawleſs Paſſions in him which he ſerves. 
But to guide Nations in the Way of Truth 
By faving Doctrine, and from Error lead 

To know, and knowing worſhip God _ 

| 1s yet more PO 3 this attracts the . 


- That other o'er hi Body ay reigns, . 


3 And oft by Force, which to.a generous Mind 
80 reigning can be no ſincere Delight. 


Beſides to give a Kingdom hath been thought. . 


5 Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 

Far more magnanimous than to aſſume. 
Riches are needleſs then, both for themſelves, 
And for thy reaſon why they ſhould be ſou ight, 
To gain a r ofteſt better mils _ 


CHAP. 


CHAP. UI. 


and Power in a perfectly right and true Way in the foregoing 
Chapter. He continues in the ſame way of thinking in the 
third Book, in which the Devil perſiſts in tempting the Son of God to ſigna- 
lize himſelf in Arms for the ſake of Glory and Fame. There ave few Wri- 
ters on theſe delicate Subjects who are not found to ſpeak more confor- 
mably to vulgar Prejudices than to Reaſon and Truth. But every thing 
that Milton utters, is accompanied with ſtrong Senſe, with clear Light, 


M IL TO N has been ſeen delivering his Thoughts on Wealth 


with reſiſtleſs Charms. His Dodrines i in theſe Points, in which Mankind 


ære generally deceiv'd,. are more juſt, more rational, and more inſtructive, 

than thoſe which any Philoſopher before him has taught cither in Proſe or 
Verſe, What Miſery and Deſolation! what Havock and Bloodſhed! What 
Diſorder and Confuſion in human Affairs, have been .owing to wrong 
Notions of Glory and Fame; to Notions which are quite the Revexſe of 
what Paradiſe PR conveys in theſe excellent Lines! | 


bat is Glory but the Blaze of Fame, 
The People's Praiſe, if always Praiſe unmix'd ? 
And what the People but a Herd confus d, 30 


| s 
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A miſcellancous Rabble, who extol 
Things vulgar, and well-weigh'd, ſcarce worth the Praiſe? 
They praiſe and they admire they know not Gs 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other; . 
And what Delight to be by ſuch extoll'd, 
To live upon their Tongues and be their Talk, 
Of whom to be deſpis d were no ſmall Praiſe ? 
His Lot who dares be ſingularly good. 
Th ' intelligent among them, and the wile 

Are . and Glory ſcarce of few i 1s rais 4 


. A little farther on, the Poet proceeds thus in che ſame noble Strains. 


They err r who count it glorious to ſubdue 5 

By Conqueſt far and wide, to over-run : 
Large Countries, and in Field great Battles win, 
Great Cities by Aſſault: What do theſe Worthies, 
But rob, and ſpoil, burn, ſlaughter, and enſlave 
Peaceable Nations, neighbouring or remote, 
Made captive, yet deſerving Freedom more | 
Than thoſe their Conquerours, who leave behind 
Nothing but Ruin whereſoe'er they rove, 

And all the flouriſhing Works of Peace deſtroy ; 
Then ſwell with Pride, and muſt be titled Gods, 
Great Benefactors of Mankind, Deliverers, 
Worſhipp'd with Temple, Prieſt, and Sacrifice: 


One 


Mir rows Paradiſe Regaiv'd . 


done is the Son of Jove, of Mars the other, 
1 il Conqu ror Death diſcovers them ſcarce Men, 
ES Rowling i in brutiſh Vices, and deform d. 
Violent or ſhameful Death their due Reward. 
But if there be in Glory aught of Good, 

It may by means far different be attain'd, 
Without Ambition, War, or Violence, 
By Deeds of Peace, by Wiſdom eminent, 

By Patience, Temperance: I mention ſtill 
Him whom thy Wrongs, with faintly Patience born, 
Made famous in a Land and Times obſcure ; - 

Who names not now with Honour patient Jobs 
Poor Socrates / who next more memorable ? 

By what he taught and ſuffer'd for ſo doing, 

For T ruth s fake ſuffering Death unjuſt, lives now 
Equal in Fame to proudeſt Conquerors. 
Vet if for Fame and Glory _ be done, 

Aught ſuffer d; if young African for F ame 

His waſted Country freed from Punic Rage, 

The Deed becomes unprais d, the Man at leaſt, 

And loſes, though but verbal, his Reward. 


Was rT EVER had been urg'd by the Tempter to recommend Glory 
and Fame, had been urg'd without Succeſs. - He proceeds therefore to re- 
mind Feſies that antient Prophecies had foretold and mark'd him out as 
the Succeſſor of David in the Jewiſb Throne. But he adds withal, that 
tho Prophecies were fulfilled, and Jeſus was ſeated on- that Throne, 
F | 5 yet 
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yet that his Reign could not poſſibly be ſecure or laſting between the over- 

ruling Monarchies of Parthia and Rome, unleſs he could gain over one of 
them to his fide. For accompliſhing this, Satan offers his beſt Aſſiſtance, 
and to tempt our Saviour to comply with his Offer, carries him to the 
Summit of an exceeding high Mountain, from whence he might ſurvey 


the Power and Pride of thoſe vaſt Empires. The wide- ſtretch d Proſpect 
v hich the Reader may imagine he ſees from the Mountain, is beautifully 


pictur d. 


It was a Mountain at whoſe verdant Feet 

A ſpacious Plain out-ſtretch'd in Circuit wide 
Lay pleaſant ; from his fide two Rivers flow'd, 

Th' one winding, th' other ſtrait, and left between 
Fair Champain with leſs Rivers intervein'd, _ 
Then meeting join'd their Tribute to the Sea. 

Fertile of Corn the Glebe, of Oil and Wine; 

With Herds the Paſtures throng'd, with Flocks the Hills; 
Huge Cities and high-tow rd, that well might ſeem © 
The Seats of mightieſt Monarchs; and ſo large 

The Proſpect was, that here and there was room 


For barren Deſart fountainleſs and dry. 


THz Geographical Deſcription of the Eaſtern Countries that follows is 
very poetical, and far excelling any ſuch Deſcription in Paradiſe Loft, but 
it's too long to be here inſerted. Nothing more ſhall be added to the 
foregoing Extracts out of the third Book, but the following admirable 
Lines in which the Poet deſcribes a Parthian Army in 1 Motion, with all 
the Preparation and Pomp of War. 


A 
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He look d and ſaw what Numbers numberleſs 
The City Gates out- pour d, light- armed Troops 

In Coats of Mail, and military Pride; 

In Mail their Horſes clad, yet fleet and ſtrong, 
| Prancing their Riders bore, the Flower and Choice 
© Of many Provinces from Bound to Bound; © 
From Arachofia, from Gandaor Eaſt, 

And Margiana to the Hircanian Cliffs 

Of Caucaſus, and dark Iberian Dales, 

From Atropatia, and the neighb'ring Plains 

Of Adiabene, Media, and the South 

Of Sufrana, to Balſara's Hav'n. 

He faw them in their Forms of Battel rang d, 
How quick they wheel'd, and flying behind them ſhot 

Sharp Sleet of arrowy Shower againſt the Face 

Of their Purſuers, and overcame by Flight: 

The Field all Iron caſt a gleaming brown, 

Nor wanted Clouds of Foot, nor on each Horn 
Cuiraſſiers all in Steel for ſtanding Fight, 
Chariots, or Elephants endorſt with Towers 
Of Archers, nor of lab'ring Pioneers 
A Multitude with Spades and Axes arm'd 

To lay Hills plain, tell Woods, or Valleys fill, 

Or where Plain was, raiſe Hill, or overlay 
With Bridges Rivers proud, as with a Yoke. 
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Mules after theſe, Camels and Dromedaries, 
And Waggons fraught with Utenſils of War. 


CHAP. IV. 


HE Tempter, tho' perplex'd and troubled: at his bad Sueceſs, 
is reſolv'd to renew his Aſſaults, and tor leave no Method of 
Temptation untried. The Compariſons which the Poet makes 
of his Conduct in the Beginning of the fourth Book are drawn in ſtrong 
and lively Colours. Nature and Art are met together: The Harmony of 


Sounds and the Beauty of Imagination arc combined to pleaſe the Reader 
in the following Auer | 


But as a Man who had been matchleſs held 

In Cunning, over-reach'd where leaſt he thought, 

To fave his Credit, and for very. Spight, 

Still will be tempting him who foils him ſtill, 

And never ceaſe, though to his Shame the more; 

Or as a Swarm of Flies in Vintage time, 
About the Wine-preſs where ſweet Mouſt is pour d. 5 


Beat off, returns as oft with humming Sound; 


or 
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Or ſu rging Waves againſt a ſolid Rock, 

Tho all to Shivers daſh'd th Aſſault renew, 
Vain Batt'ry, and in Froth or Bubbles end; 

So Satan, whom Repulſe upon Repulſe 

Met ever, and to ſhameful Silence brought, 


Let gives not o'er, though deſp rate of Succeſs, 


And his vain Importunity purſues. 


FROM the Eaſtern ſide of the Mountain 7 ofus is conducted to the Weſtern | 
ſide, from whence he ſurveys the Roman Empire and its Capital City Rome, 


which is thus nobly ſet to view. 


The e City which cliow ſeeſt, no other as 
Than. great and glorious Rome, Queen of the Earth, | 
So far renown'd, and with the Spoils enrich d 
Of Nations ; there the Capitol thou ſeeſt | 
Above the reſt lifting bis ſtately Head its 
On the Tarpeian Rock, her Cittadel 
Impregnable, and there Mount Palatine . 
Th' Imperial Palace, Compaſs huge, and high 
The Structure, Skill of nobleſt Architects, 
With gilded Battlements conſpicuous far, 
Turrets, and Terraſſes, and glitt'ring Spires. 
Many a fair Edifice beſides, more like | 
| Houſes of Gods (fo well I have diſpos d 
My Airy Microſcope) thou mayſt behold, 


2: „ CRIFIQUE: m 
| Outſide and Inſide both, Pillars; and Rook 
Carv'd Work, the Hand of fam'd 2 Cy: 
In Cedar, Marble, Ivory, or Gold. * N 
Thence to the Gates caſt round thine Bye, and 1% 
What Conflux iſſuing forth, or entring 5 
Prætors, Proconſuld ts: their Provinces 
Haſting, or on Return; itt Robes. of bs £ 
Lictors and Rods the Enſigns of their Power, with 
Legion and Cohorts, Turms of Horſe, and maps . 
Or Embaſſies from Negions far remete 
In various Habits on the Appian Road, 


Or on th Emilian 


THE Reply of the Son of God enn of Geveral Lines well. deſerving 5 


of * 2 theſe on the Yay of Embaſſies; : 


— Then Enibaſſics thou ſhew yy 


From Nations far arid nigh 4 what Honour that, 
But tedious Waſte of Time to fit and hear 
80 many Hollow Compliments and Lyes, 
Outlandiſh F latteries m— 


And the following on the Cauſes of the Degeneracy and Servitude of the 
Roman People: | 


For him I was not ſent, nor yet to free 
That People Victor once, now vile and baſe, 
„ Deſervedly 
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Deſervedly made vaſſal, who once juſt, 
Frugal, and mild, and temp rate, conquer d well, 
But govern ill the Nations under Yoke, 
Peeling their Provinces, exhauſted all 
Buy Luft and Rapine ; firſt ambitious grown 
Of Triumph, that inſulting Vanity ; 
Then cruel, by their Sports to Blood inur'd 
Of fighting Beaſts, and Men to Beaſts expos'd, 
Luxurious by their Wealth, and greedier ſtill, 
And from the daily Scene effeminate. 
What wiſe and valiant Man would ſeek to free 
Theſe thus degen'rate, by themſelves enſlav d, 
Or could of inward Slaves make outward free ? 


FESUS being Proof againſt all the Temptations of Glory and Power, 
and being ſupposd by the Devil to be more inclin'd to Contemplation 
and Study, is directed by him to the Schools of Philoſophy, the great 
Fountains of human Learning, then flouriſhing at Athens. The Deſcrip- 
tion of that City, together with the various Sects of the Grecian Sages, is 


overſpread with Beauties. Milton, who ſeems particularly pleas d with 
this Part of his * has here ſoar d Above his uſual Flights, 


T3 x; dad "i Alas YAνꝭ pier U. 


Look once more e'er we leave this ſpecular Mount 


| Weſtward, much nearer by South-weſt, behold 


WMhere 
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Where on th ZEgean Shore a City ſtands 
Built nobly, pure the Air, and light the Soil, 
Athens the Eye of Greece, Mother of Arts 
And Eloquence, native to famous Wits 
Or hoſpitable, in her ſweet Receſs - - 
City or Suburban, ſtudious Walks and hong ; 
See there the Olive-Grove of Academe, | 
Plato's Retirement, where the Attic Bird 
Trills her thick-warbled Notes the Summer long; 
There (flow'ry Hill) ZHymerrus with the Sound | 
Of Bees induſtrious Murmur oft invites 
To ſtudious muſing; there /;/ſus rolls 
His whiſp'ring Stream: Within the Walls then view 
The Schools of antient Sages ; his who bred | 
Great Alexander to ſubdue the World ) - | 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next: 
There thou ſhalt hear and learn the ſecret Power 
Of Harmony in Tones and Numbers hit 
By Voice or Hand, and various-meaſur'd Verſe, 
 ZEolian Charms and Dorian Lyric Odes, 
And his who gave them Breath, but higher ſung, 
Blind Melifigenes thence Homer call'd, 
Whoſe Poem Phebus challeng d for his own: 
Thence what the lofty grave Tragœdians taught Then 
In Chorus or Iambic, Teachers beſt Or Chorus in 


I 


© go 
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| Of moral Prudence, with Delight receiv'd 
In brief ſententious Precepts while they treat 


Of Fate, and Chance, and Change in human Life, 


High Actions and high Paſſions beſt * 


Thence to the famous Orators repair, 
Thoſe antient, whole reſiſtleſe Eloquence 


Wielded at Will that fierce Democratie, 
Shook th Ayſenal, and fulmin d over Greece 


To Macedon and Artaxerxes Throne: 


To ſage Philoſophy next lend thine Ear, 
From Heav'n deſcended to the low-rooft Houſe 


Of Socrates; ſee there his Tenement, 


_ Whom well-inſpir'd the Oracle pronounc'd 
Wiſeſt of Men; from whoſe Mouth iſſued forth 


Mellifluous Streams that water'd all the Schools 


Of Academicks old and new, with thoſe 


Sirnam'd Peripateticks, and the Set 
Epicurean, and | the Szoick ſevere. 


Arſenals | 


In our Saviour's next Reply to Satan are ſome excellent Lines on 


However many Books 
| Wiſe Men have aid are weariſome, who reads 


H 


overmuch reading, which deliver very uſeful and inſtructive Truths. 


Inceſſantly, 


Va F * * wg; 6 8 " * * . 4 IT 77 2" "Io a * * * 9 a . tres} * 7 . TIP 1 4 
* , 2 — 5 ' N a — : 5 4 8 . a , 4 * * . WD 9 
* . . * 2 —— * ky a . = RY ** 
1 3 8 4 « * - — 4 4 * * 
. . > : DP 
1 1 * 4 — 
» I KY p Fe » * 2 l . L - * = 
! * wah 2 | N 8 - 4 4 " — y 
- 8 «a . * 1 
* 2 4 "4 „ * * . 2 8 - 3 C5 * * 
L = * 4 « 4 ** 1 
* * £3 83 . 2 . q * 5 % i 
: 85 * I . : 
* « _ 3 | : x * 
- - o ” * by Jn ” O of 
” L . - 1 0 « 
4 - : 
. 


$ Her ſhad'wy Offspring, unſubſtantial both, 
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Inceſſantly, and to his reading brings not 
A Spirit and Judgment equal or ſuperiour, 
(And what he brings, what needs he elſewhere ſeek Tl 
- Uncertain and unſettled ſtill remains, 
Deep vers'd in Books, and ſhallow in himſelf, 
Crude or intoxicate, collecting Toys 
And Trifles for choice Matters, worth a Spunge; 3 * 
As Children * ring Pebbles on the Shore. 8 


THE 1 almoſt hopeleſs of Succeſs, havies 1 foil'd at every 


Weapon, and baffled in every Wile, conveys our Saviour back to the 


Deſart. There he leaves him wearied and wanting Reſt at the Cloſe of 


Day, whilſt he ſummons all his Miniſters and Powers of Darkneſs to 


aſſiſt in raiſing a dreadful Tempeſt, and in trying whether the Mind of 
the Son of God was to be ſhaken. and ſubdued by Terrour. A 


ſtormy Night, and a fair Morning that ſucceeds it, are deſcribed here with 


every beautiful Circumſtance. Ic r is excell d * any — 


in Paradiſe Loft. 


—arkneſ now roſe 
As Day-Light ſunk, and. brought in lowring Night, 


Privation meer of Light and abſent Day. 

Our Saviour meek and with untroubled Mind 
After his airy Jaunt, tho hurried ſore, 
Hungry and cold betook him to his Reſt, 


T 5 1 Wherever, 


E 
PO nt” 


oo L Tr 25 Ye: e WT S ĩ Ty © SPIE: T . * r 7 I 264 LAT OR a = N 9 
7 3. JJ ñ , ER N 
a r EL 5 - 23 g e Er A OTE Fo ET SEN PPP ey 


" MitTON's 8 | Paradiſe Regain'd. 


Wherever, under ſome Concourſe of Shades 125 

| Whoſe branching Arms thick intertwin'd might ſhield 
From Dews and Damps of Night his ſhelter'd Head, 
But ſhelter'd ſlept 1 in vain, for at his Head 

The Tempter watch'd, and ſoon with ugly Dreams | 


Diſturb'd his Sleep; and either Tropic now 
Gan thunder; and both Ends of Heav'n the Clouds 


From many a horrid Rift abortive pour d 


Fierce Rain with Lightning mixt, Water with E Fire 
In Ruin reconcil'd ; nor ſlept the Winds 
within their ſtony Caves, but ruſh'd abroad 

From the four Hinges of the World, and fell 
On the vext Wilderneſs, whoſe talleſt Pines, 
Tho rooted deep as high, and ſturdieſt Oaks 

Bow d their ſtiff Necks, loaden with ſtormy Blaſts, 
Or torn up ſheer : Ill waſt thou ſhrouded then, 
O patient Son of God, yet only ſtoodſt 
Unſhaken; nor yet ſtaid the Terrour there, 
Infernal Ghoſts, and helliſh Furies round 


as © 


Environ'd thee; ſome howl'd, ſome yell'd, ſome ſhrick'd, 


Some bent at thee their fiery Darts, while thou 

| Satt'ſt unappal'd in calm and finleſs Peace. 
Thus paſs' d the Night fo foul till Morning fair 
Came forth with Pilgrim-ſteps in Amice grey, 


tial to Milton, he thinks hitnſelf oblig'd, having recounted the Excellen- 
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Who with her radiant Finger Rill'd the Roar | perhaps roſy 
Of Thunder, * chas'd the Clouds, and laid the Winds, 
And priſly Spectres which the Fiend had raisd 5 
To tempt the Son of God with Tertours dire, 
And now the Sun with more effectual Beams 1 
Had chear'd the Face of Earth, and dried the Wet 
From drooping Plant, or dropping Tree; the Birds, | 
Who all things now behold more freſh and green, 
Atſter a Night of Storm ſo ruinou, q 

| Clear'd up their choiceſt Notes in Buſh and Spray 

To ae, 112 ſweet Return of Morn. ee 


Tur the Writer of * "PEN PB Sweden may not tals”; par- 


cies of Paradiſe Regumid, to confeſs that this- invaluable Poem is not 


without Defects, 1 * ne — Bieniſhcs may be here and there 
diſcern' d, 


r. ae reprondas corpere + ugs. 
In the firſt Book the Poet detains his Reader with a long, and low, 


and _— AL tad of Foſs, made up of ſeveral Circumftances 
| oy which 


laid the ls, and chas'd the Chuds, 


RE 
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8 vhich are before related, and are partly repeated over again in a Saliloquy 
of the Virgin Mary in the ſecond Book. In other Parts of his Poem 
he affects to borrow. his Similitudes and Alluſions from Romance and 
Fable, thereby mixing up ſuppos d Realities with acknowledg'd Fictions; 


disfiguring and deforming his Subject with unſuitable Images; ſink- 
ing where he is to riſe ; leſſening what he ſhould augment ; and over- 


laying thick Shade where he ought to throw on the ſtrongeſt Light. 
There's an Inſtance of this in the third Book, where the Devil having gi- 
ven our Saviour a noble View of the Parthian Army marchin g out to Bat- 


: tel, the Poet adds, 


auc Forces met not, nor ſo wide a Camp 
When Aprican with all his Northern Pow rs 
| Beſieg d Albracca, as Romances tell, 

The City of Gallaphrome, from thence to win 
The faireſt of her Sex Angelica 
His Daughter, ſought by many Proweſt Knights, 
Both — and * . oy Charlemain. 


— 


Tux Reader * here the whole 4 the Remarks intended to be 
made on Paradiſe Regain d. If the Remarker-has open'd' a new Field 
of Pleaſure to his Countrymen, or diſcoverd hidden Stores of Inſtruc- 


tion and Entertainment, he ſucceeds in his Aim of preſenting the 


Fruits of a little Leiſure to the Pyblick : He ſhall then think that 
he has not miſemployed his Thoughts or his Time. Tho' he is not 


conceited of his own Judgment, yet he wiſhes, in reſpect to what he 
T2 MM - 1 has 


ba 1 — 4 3 7 


* £ 


_— "——_— 


w #83296 if 


10 197. 
77 Ta 
2113 2124 


32232 Www ww 4 ike} Ob 


1 2 11 


. er T 
13 $38" 9 Y\ 
*;. 4. -+ 44 


425 


12 
B > 


* 


8 9985 20 


PF 


| 8 
„x4 „ + Q 
e 


